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The Alaska Department of Corrections (DOC) is pleased to announce that earlier this month we
were awarded a $100,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs and
Bureau of Justice Assistance that will help us better fight and lower the state’s recidivism rate.

As Alaska’s criminal justice reform efforts continue to expand, and the state combats growing crime
rates and an opioid epidemic, the Second Chance Act Statewide Adult Recidivism Reduction
Strategic Planning Program grant will enhance DOC'’s ability to do our part in creating a stronger
and safer Alaska.

This grant will give us a chance to realign and focus our recidivism reduction efforts with our many
community partners, who are crucial to the reentry process and reform efforts, while also allowing
us to research the drivers of recidivism, establish Alaska’s recidivism reduction goals, review the
alignment of existing DOC programs and policies with evidence-based practices, and develop a
strategic plan to reach our recidivism reduction goals.

After a year of strategic plan development, DOC will apply for the second phase of the grant, which
could allot up to $3 million for the plan’s implementation.

Currently, about two-thirds of people released from incarceration return to prison. This statistic
has impacts far and wide across Alaska. The work we’ll be able to start and enhance with this
funding will help us further build a solid foundation for reentry services that will help slow down
the seemingly ever-revolving door of incarceration.
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